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hdﬂ-ﬁeta&rattﬂamr%mﬁmmmmmmm
initiated. Mammm'w@ttmmrtwbhefmtmuthsﬂet-
nemese conflict the three U. 5. Naval Task Forces in couniry. The original
objectives of the operation were:

a. The interdiction of Viet Cong infiltretion routes from Cambodis
along canals from the Bassae to the Gulf of Thailand.

b, Pacificstion of selected Trons-Delta watarways.

C. Mﬂmmmmeefmmmm,mlyrm
Binh and Dung Islands,

d. Harassment of the enemy to kesp him off balance.
A lsrge portion of U. &, wmm:mmmmmyw.mmu
in areas that have been under Viet Cong conmtrol for years. Thus far the fol-
m‘mmwmmawermmeowcbmma

(1) TG 117.2/VEMC Riverine Uperations in the Rach Gia, Three Sisters

area pacified the areas to the extent thet 2h-hour PER/ASFE patrols were
mmmmmmnmwmmmmmmauhnmtmw
of Thedland and the Kien Oiang/An Gisng provinee boundary. This petrol is
influeneing GVN offici-ls to contimue development along the cansls in terms
of outpost development, hemlet resettlement, and intensified use of province
and VBN boats. A renewed guality of aggressiveness appears to heve been
instilled in the loesl AF/PF troops as evidenced by their willingness to conduct
ground sweeps rather than remaining close to their base camps,
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(2} om 36 Sovember the Vinh Te cansl patrel Ly FEl's was
indtiated and within five dge of ite cowencomsnt strong emowy revetiom
sttamphed erocsings, AY the sae time MO pabrols weze comrsneod in the
siang Thenh Mver, Together these patrols are sltempting %o Liderdiet the
iafiltration at the Cembodlss Sord:y along ihe Westeam Delis, SIAL operae
$ions have Deed condueted In coordinitlion wiih thete pativls,

(3) 7The Che Jao csnal was clearwd of suiken cbstructions by
0 31741 and harbor clesramee uwniis, opesing it %o noymel traffic,

(h) A PER blockeds uwes Lhaown sxcund the jslands in the Cam
The cressing sorrider sad growsd sweops were cemducted on Tan Dinh, Cu Ise
tay, wod O leo Ned Islands, This island camplex iz still under beavy suve
veillanes wiile a gkt blcckede bas been rlaced syound the Dung Islund come

(5) Simcw 18 Octeber, 077 115 hes reided Viet Cong aress ie
keop the evesy off balamce, The offectivemsss of these opersiions 15 evideused
by Hockuder of logs constructed by Viet Comg ip the rivews to slop these raids,




Coastal activity continwed to drop of f due to sea and surf conditions
along the South China Sea during the Northeast Monsoon. Total detections
of junks and sampens fell to 32,655, over 10,000 less than in Uctober.
Fearly 75 percent of these detections were checked by 14,386 visusl inspec—
tions and another 10,000 boardings. As a result of these boardings 391
persons were detained for improper identification, violation of restricted ares,
possession of c¢ontraband and other suspiecious activity. A group of seven
detainees picked up by PCF 53 on 19 detober 30 miles southwest of Vung Tau
were classified as prisoners of war during November as a result of interroge-
tion. Also during November there were 1,123 detections of steel-hulled
vessels in MARKET TIME areas. All were determined to be on innocent passage
as a result of 773 inspretions and 40 boardings.

Due to weather conditions the tempo of Task Foree 115 maval guniire
activity was down for the first time in several months. The lovember record
for naval gunfire support came to 634 missions including 46 hostile fire
incidents, 8 evading craft taken under fire, and more than 40 raids and
intelligence probes up rivers and canals. These river incursions in support
of Operation 35EA LORDS in the IV CIZ were carrisd out by from GLwo to five
"Swift" bozts., The POFs were supported by naval gunfire from off-shore
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patrol units and accounted for approximstely two-thirds of the demage and

mmmxmawnh.mwhm&mensmwh Again
in conneection with Operstion SEA LOuDs, "Swift" boats relieved Task Force

néPm'uofnmmtmlm.iﬁinthelmcrpoMGmort!wﬂauhmgam
Han Giang rivers in the Mekong Delta. In addition, on 16 November PCP's
hmmbimpﬂmlopwaﬁmmtmmwrhudaapmmvm
Ta@amlhiahﬂhtwmpp!;ﬂmtmﬂaﬁod&amddiamﬁm
extortion of Vietnamese river craft.
&thofSMrMQM'sdmﬂmmwm
hlmudthaﬁcgimwmmm&adMdetarudupmo
MM&W,&SMumtthMenthemnrmm While
M%WafwwafthﬂwrmmmsumﬂaaaMl
Pweemhthmﬁ,mrmmmmwuap@mmm‘n
up river to take suspected enemy positions under fire. Sniper fire was
received killing the after mount opsrator of PCF 50. During the operation
WSW(BQM)MWIM(WBS)WdHnmmMW
Support.
Mingamﬁmﬂnﬂﬂm?ﬁlmmtotmaagﬁg&on?m
mm»—mmmi-mﬂwmmmbymmm
PCF 75. Two enemy recoilless-rifle rounds struck PCF 70 causing heavy
m,mmm.mmtwm,mmamm@
over board, Both eraft also received several small srms hits. The Marine lost
mmmtrmwmmmmamtwmvsmmam
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"Swift" bosts which promptly arrived at the scene to assist.

A very suecessful river incursion was made on the Cuz Lon and Bo De rivers
at the southern tip of the Ca Mazu Peninsula on 11 November. Five PCFts
transiting the waterway from east to west were supported by both fixed-wing
and helicopter air strikes as well as by naval gunfire from USS WASHOE
COUNTY (LST 1165) at the mouth of the Bo De and USCGC INGHAM (WHEC 35) at

the exit from the Cua Lon. Light hostile fire was encountered causing no

damage or casualties during the six-hour tramsit. The air support accounted
for 59 structures/bunkers/sampans destroyed or heavily damaged plus 7 secondary
explosions. The MARKET TIME units destroyed or heavily damaged 248 structures/

bunkers/sampans, set off 4 secondaries, and killed one Viet Cong.
These successes apparently prompted the enemy to stiffen his defenses of |

these areas as heavy hostile fire was encounted on two subsequent river

probes. On the 13th while providing support for a VAN Coastal Group Al

operation at the mouth of the Cua Lon PCF 6 and PCF 36 encountered automatic

weapons and rockst fire. One B-40 round hit PCF 36 ceusing moderate damage

and wounding one crewman. The enemy lost 20 structures and 2L, sampans

destroyed. Late on the afternoon of the 2hth five PCFls entered the Bo De

River prior to the arrival of their air cover and ran into a well prepared

enemy ambush from both banks of the river about two miles inland. The "Swift"

boats were not able to suppress the heavy enemy fire and cleared the area after

destroying two automatic weapons positions and killing an estimeted five

Viet Cong. Three "Swift" boats were damaged and three crewmen wounded,
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one seriously. late in November it was discovered that the enemy had

=
=

installed & series of log barrisrs or fences across the mouth of the Cua
Lon River, These barriers consist of tall poles vertieally emplanted in
the river botteom st short intervals and sirengthened by cross pieces at
the top above the waterline, Ithprmmthhmﬁmct.whmm
Medwmmnsmw.mmmmhummrmtmw
of Thailand Lo the South China Ses, AtLempts to destroy these barriers have
not heen succvessful to date,




R PATRUL FORCE 5

il forces in adaition o their nomal mission were deeply

involved in Operation 3EA LURDS with its related Can The cressing eorridor
blockade and sweeps ol the Bassac islands, and patrols on the Rach Gia-long
Xuyen and Vinh Te eansls. Activity this month was substantielly higher
than last month. Piiis detected 212,937 watercraft during this reporting
period and accounted for 48,715 inspections and 100,364 boardings. The
snemy was showing an incressed willingness to fight as was clearly evidenced
by his attacks on Pliis and his stepped up attacks on merchant ships.

On 3 Hovember, two PEEs on & routine patrol of the upper Bassae River
asbout 20 miles northwest of Long Xuyen came under automatic wespons fire.
They returned the fire and saw sbout 15 Viet Cong running. They pursued
them and took thea under fire, killing 9, wounding 2 and ecapturing 4. A4
helf-hour later anvther seetion of PBis keeping the area under surveillaunce
observed & sempan with two occupents set out from the esst bank of the river.
Az the PHfis approached, the sampan tried te evade and ignored five warming
shots. The FGils then took the sampan under fire and probebly killed the two
occupants., Un /4 lovember, the Vietnamese Ravy PBis relieved U.:3. PBis of
Dong Bai River patrol responsibilities.

On 7 lovember eight FBiis, two "Seawolf" helicopters, one LCPL with 150
PF troops fyom Phoug Theun 58 and the USS HUNTERDMM COUNTY attacked an area
12 miles southeast of Can Tho in search of an arms cache., The PFs were

directed by three informers. The cachs when loceted contuined 5 Mauser
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rifies, 48 hand gremedes, 45 rifle grenades, 500 rvunds of 7.62 ammnition,
15 kilos of documents, 100 photograghs, 3,500 rounds of 7,9 amsunition,

one foot mine, 2 land wines, one cleymors mine and 2 rounds of 8lemm mortar.
Fo friendly casuslties occurred. The next day, two PHEs on blockade petrol
with Vielnamese ISIL 330 ecame under heavy automstic-weapons and recoilless—
rifle aitacks from 13 positions in the same general ares as the previous days
operation. After four firing runs by the Piis and two by the LSIL, "Seawolf™
helicopters took the entire target area wmder fire. The Piis medevaced the
seriously wounded from the LSIL to Can Tho. Two relief PBis then arrived
%o maintaln the blocking forces. There were no U. 5. easuzlties, This
attack was detemined to be a retaliation strike for the previous dayh
operation with the LSIL as the primary target.

On & November in the Rung Sat Special Zone 14 miles southeast of Saigon,
two PORs came under RPG rocket and automstic weapons fire, The cover boat
received two rocket hits on the starboard side wounding three of the
personrel. The patrol officer shifted to the cover boat to aid the wounded
and had the boats reverse course and make & firing run azlong the west bank
of the smsll censl. The enemy attack bucams heavier and an Army LEFT
dgiverted to the scene and & Navy LHFT was scrambled. While directing his
patrol through the kill sone that was nearly & kilomster long, the petrol
officer, Chief Quartermaster Theodore SHLTH was hit by a rocket and died
instantly. OChief SMITH has been recommended for the Silver Star Medal for
his actions. Two subsequent fixed-wing air strikes wsre called in to

- re (2)
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complete the attack.

On 15 Hovember SEALs set up an ambush 4 miles southwest of My Tho.
Ten Viet Cong were seen in and about the area. The 58iAls took them under
fire and during the ensuing firefight a Victnemese civilian guide was
killed. “Seawolyes" were cailed in to cover the edraction and the mike
bosts used for the operation placed 8l-mm mortar rounds in the area. Five
Viet Cong were killed during this engsgement.

On 21 November, two PBRs, components of Operation SkA LIRS, feil into
an enemy ambush while transiting from Rach Soi to Rach Gia. One PEL wes
hit by 3 or 4 B-40 rounds along with automstic weapons fire directed from
both banks, The stricken PBi beached and the obher boat came alongside to
render medical ascistance. Both Pilis attempted to suppress ths fire during
the entire operstion. Three additiomal PSis, one monitor, three 47Cs,
and "Seawolves" convergsd on the ares. When the enemy broke contact the
damaged FBR was taken in tow and eventually proceeded under its own power
to the JENNINGS COUNTY., Five UBN casualties were suffered in this
sncounter,

On 21 November on the Vinh Te Canal, soutiwsst of Chau Doc, two PBis,
participating in Operation SEA LORDS, came under RPC and sutomstic weapons
attack, One PBR was hit by a RPC round starboard-broadside forward. The
PERs attempted to suppress the fire with no success. A4n ASPE that was
patrolling with them and apparently not sighted by the Viet Cong opened
up with 20-mm fire and the enemy broke contact. "Ssawolves" were sent
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into the ares but were unsbls to place sbrikes due to luck of identifying
merks. Two nights later, the patrol officer who had beuen ambushed led
another patvrol throngh the same area. The enemy opened fire on the bouts
from both banks of the canal, "Seawolves" pluced a strike on Lhe sabush
srea snd & resdy reaction force was serambied from the Vietnamese speelal
forces camp. The PBHs and ASPB cleared the ambush area and reversed course
to go baock through the 2rea with the "Seawolwes" owerhead., Agsin the enewy
attacked. This time each of the surface ereft were hit by B-40 rockets,
The petrol cleared the kill zone and medeveced the sight wounded Lo Vimh
Gia. The patrol officer, Lieutensnt Jack BERKEELLL, USi, was killed during
the encounter. ke has been nominated for the Bilver Star Hedal for his
actions,

(n 2i, Novembar while on pormal petrol on the upper liekong Hiver, about
L mdles sast of Sa Dee, twd Piie came under moderate sutemstic weepons fire.
They reversed course %o engege the enemy. At this point the patrol came
under intense rocket and automebic-wenpons fire from st least 15 to 20
positions. Two B~40 rounds hit the lead boat and both Filis received
mamerous hits from automstie weapons. Sev.rsl 2-40 rounds narrowly missed
both bosts. The lead boat was beached to prevent it from sinking and the
cover baat went alongside to svacusbe itwo sericusly woumied crewmen. At the
samec time 13 PRis and two "Seawolf™ helicopters were scrambled to provide
cover for the damaged bosts and destroy the eaaay. Firel re-inforcements

{0 arrive rescued the three remcining crewmen of the beached bost. The

| (2)
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helos placed several strikes on the arva while attempts were made to
reflost the beached boat. During the salvage oparction, two mortar
rounds impacted close by. The helo pilots spotted the enemy mortar
position and destroyed it. All 11 erewmen of the original patrol were
wounded. The beached boat was lster brought to Vinh Long.

On 27 November, GAi, “ARDEN forces suffercd their thimd and final
fatality of the month. Two PBRs on patrol of the Rach Gis-Long Xuyen
Gml,umrto:éberatimm.m,mundwwmandhﬂv
automatie-weapons fire zbout 8 miles northeast of Rach Gia, Both bosts
were hit by B-40 rockets, vne of the boats beached. Additional PBis end
an ASPB were dispatched to the sceme and suppressed the fire. Six other
USH personnel were wounded in the attack.

ibtacks on merchant shipping in the channels to Saigon were up
apprecisbly. Five attacks were made this month as opposed to the one
made in October. On 1 Hovember the ammunition ship 55 SIOGUX FALLS
VICTURY came under rockst and automatic-wespons fire 12 miles southwest
of Saigon. Thosupmmthit;hnthonmmmruﬁmmuiu.
Pifs in the area rushed to the scene and took the enemy firing positions
under fire. Navy "Seawolf" helos scrembled from ¥ha Be and joined the
attack. After expending their ammmnition they were relieved by an Army
iHiFT. Damege to the enemy was unknowm. On 5 November, the S8 PRESIVENT
JEFFERSE0N came under recoillsss-rifle atiack in the Rung Sat Speciel Zone.
The sttack caused swift retalistion by Gi: WARDEH forces and VNN and BF

D”%M &
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forees. On 13 November 5§ FRAD MOUNIS received a RPG round on the
starboard side forward of Number One hatch, causing a fire. The
ship clesred the channel and contimied to Vung Teu. PBEs snd LHFT
made repested firing runs on the enemy position receiving no rsturn fire.
Regional Force Quick-kill troops put in to make a gweep of the area bul
mede no contact. On 14 Hovember, the merchant ship TRARSGLUBL came under
rocket attack 10 miles southesst of Saigom. The rocket, estimated to be
107-mm, fell short. FPBis raked the area, Ammy LHFT placed strikss foliowed
a fixed-wing attack. Regional Force troops were inserted to conduct = sWeup
but mude no contact. Thers were no friendly casualiles. The last merchant
ship attack took place on 18 November when the fnglish tanker HALL: was
attacked by B-40 rockets ard automatic—wespons fire. The ship sustained
a minor hole in thes after deck house., Two PBims, 100 yards astern of the
tanker, suppressed the senemy fire. A Ravy LHFT airborme at the time Joined
the fight. Vietnamese Quick-kill troops were inserted and made a sweep of
the area. T!ﬂatmopafomdmﬂ-&ﬂmmmbleodtrailshutmmm
personcel were sighted,

Prevention of minings continued to be the order ofithe day, on 16 and
18 November, imsulated conductor wire was diseovered in retrieved sweep
gear. Un 18 November, 2 crewman of an ATC moored ai Nha Be Maval Base heard
a blowing noise in the water and sighted a men in the water with what appeared
t$ be scuba equipment. The srew member threw two concussion grenades in the
waber immsdiately, A subsequent search by the harbor patrol and anti-swimmer

patrol produced negative results,
Bnclosure (2)
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4 routine search of & water taxi uncovered two women with an excessive
amount of medicine in their possession. The women claimed they were taking
the medicine to their homes. Included in the cunfiscated medicine was 30
bottles of streptomyeine, 16 bottles of pemieillin, 60 ampules of glucose
and assorted other pills., The two women and medicine were turned over te
the Natiomal Police at Vinh long.
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in the devastating attack om the USS WESTICHESTER CODMYY (ISTLI67) &
9323 on 1 Nowmder, the U, 5, Havy suffered the heaviest lose of 1ife to
enemy agtion ir a single incidemt, of the Vietnum war, lightesn U, 5, Nawy
mon dled in the attack, In addition five U, O, Amy, one Vietnspese Nevy
and oue Vietnamese Aysy "Tiger Secul® were killed, Seven of the 2L Havy
wounded required medical evacustiom, Thyes U, 5, Ay personnel were slso
wonded,

After offlceding sll troops, River Asssult Sguadren persomcel, ond thedir
equipment, the WESTCHESTER COVETY was beached im Dmg Tem herbur on b Noveme
ber in order t0 accomlish temporary repelrs to meke NP seoworthy, Just tem
daye later, on Ll Hovember, the ship sot undeswsy = testimony to the profese
sionglise and havd work of the Bavy men from the seversl diffepest units who
eoopercted IR getiing the repaizs completed expeditiously, WESTCUESTIR COUIETY
arvived at Yokosuks, Jupan, her howe port, on 26 lovember,
isstion of the FEF on 15 October, with M0 ALPA operstisg in the easterm
felta snd MG ERAVO to the west, OF the five Niver Assault Divisioms aseigned
to M0 AITA, FAD S0 supported the THIRD Battalion Vietiswese Narine Corps in
mmnmmm;m%mmmmm;
BAD 111 supported the 3/3th Artillexy Bettalion of the Hinth Divisiop; 23D 112
operated with the U, 5, 3/60th Inf, Bn, in Kien Noa Provinoe; and BAD 151 cone
timued to work with the 3/39th Inf, Bn, in sastern long An Frovince, cpereting
out of the Navy base at iha Be, OFf the thwee remsining divisions which weve




asslsned %o MID BRAVO, MAD 1R provided for Suse Pefunee, 240 132 supported
SrA BEEDS interdiction operciions, snd BAD 152 supported the PUUETE Battalion
Tistramse Hudie Corps, The Riverine fsca:dt Craft also surported other
troop wilts in particlar opertiocns during the moptb,

Hwer Assecdt Division 15} provided bout sup ort to Dglosive Spdeaos
enber for selvere clesraws operuilons on the Cho Cao Candl, Four suken
borges had besh partidlly Wlocking the canal, During the oporatiom 1520
pounds of aglcsives were uweed iv twive detouations, A swwey followss
e sucseseldl operetion indlcsted a mindsun depth of six feet over the farwer
CLEETuUCLioNS .

Early on the mowmdng of 3 Hovember oper-tion LEITA HALDER began vhem RAD
112 got underuy with troops of the 3/ECth Ind, Bm, and B4D 94 loaded elgmenis
of the 3rd VT Zor sultiple riverize and aly nobile imsertions desigued to
locate and engave units of the Viet Cang S26th Madn Foree Settalion and seversd
Vet Cony locel Poree Compandies which save oper-iisng im Zien Noa Province,
The cpersidon Jasted wnitl 10 Bovenber, vetting move than 100 Viet Comg Killed,
o the lest day of the opesution BAD Y wes wrbushed tades while traneferring
Tietneneoe loxized from the Ben Tre dlver to ssesult landings om the (o fuong
Siremm, In e Seet asbush two nopiters were kit s sbout 30 resmds of recoile
loss-rifle fize, with small ams aid axtomstic weayoms fire, wese directed ot
5211 took a rocktet hit in the second smbush i there weve mo personnel
eagulties
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Enery suimror/sappers again struck the MAF the might of 15 Hovember,
The Light 140 Craft FOUR (TLICWh), an ICU converted to salwsge work Ly
the addition of 2 large boum and miescallancous salvage and diving egquipe
went, wes mined and susk while at anchor on the Hem Iueng Hiver nesr the
estrance to the Den Tre Eiver, Two sxpiosiors within seconds of sach ober
were observed and the craft sumk by the slern alrost lmmediataly, Two sailozs
were killed and 13 were wounded, imcluding b crewmen of A=98-2 which wes
moored alongside, Investigstion by Task Force 117 Fxplesive Ordnance Dise
posal Team persouwel revealed onp larpe hole slomg the port side about 15
foct long mod extending arocund the stern of the oraft, Comwaend detomating
wire and other Liplements of mindng were discoversd on further ssarchirg,
Amost imvediotely the TLIC-2 was railed to the scene and the crult was
carelully surveyed o detenmine the fousibility aod method of salvaging ity
Bocsuwe of the severe duvape to YLICeh amd the hasardous locstion, Commander
Serviee Group THIEE recomrended that the Fediuwm Iift Craft (IMIC) =ot be
risked in ap wneconomicsl sslvage effert, COEHAVFOIY directed the dsstyue=
tion of YLIC to eliminste it as & mevigational hasard, Detonmation of de-
polition explosives sid ihe total destrvetion and clearsuce of YLIC-hL took
place en 26 Boverber,

On the eveming of 1 Hovember Task Gyoup 117,2 joinkd with umits of Task
Foree 115 and 116 in the first cowbiced operction in the Dglta, Under the
eperationsl control of Commander Tesk Cyoup 194,00 (FIIST Sua 10D), the
assaxlt operation wee launched iumto Elen Olaps Provime to stop the flow of
meB and equipment across the Caxbodian vorder coutheastward lito the Delta,

3



Pask Oroup 117.2 provided troop 1ift and close support for the PUURTH Bate
telion Vietnamese Marine Corps, while conducting riverine strike operatiems,
anxd glse conducted interdiction cperstioms o prevent the flow of Viet Cong
suprlies throush the czws, Nodbile Riverine Base BEAYVO relecsted to the wicine
ity of lomg XMupen on 2 Sovember to erhance suppert, The River Asssuli Craft
set with seversl smbushes slomg the Rech 0ia - lomg Xuyen Cansl during the
cperation, The first phase of the eperstion, the sssauli phase, ended on

6 Hovember, wdile the interdiction yhase contimued,

As part of the seme genersl S84 10D operstiem, Task Oroup 117.,2 supported
reconnglsonco-ine=force operstions in the Soec Som area of Kien Diang Frovince
from 9 through 11 Bovember, veing the Ha Tien - Hach Gda and the Tyd Tom
Sanals to trarsport the troops imto the area of oporatioms about 20 miles
rorth mortimost of Rech Gia, This wes fullowed ky operatioms from 12 te 14
Hovesber in the "ThyeeSSisters® svea sbout 10 miles noxthédSh of Rach ois,
Dudng the cperetion nine rounds of 105~mm were fired from a memitor indireect
st a renve of sbout ¥z miles, The rounds were epotted by am Ay artillery
officer and schieved an accuracy of about L0 yards after the initisl spote
ting round, The firing wes done while the monitor was besched ob the Trd Tom
Caral, lacking a fire-contiral computer three reference points were wedt &
stoke on the ersft's bow, an aimim; stoke sbout 25 feet frum the shorelins,
and an open sight positioped just forward of the cowswain's [lat, #iih the
bow 28 the pdvot peint, the crew maleuvered the monitor 4o keep the reference

polnts in line with the sight, gp the 1hth the troops wers backloaded and




From 16 to 21 Bovesbey River issm(t Craft of Tesk Croup J17,2 shilted
thelr area of operetions to an area sbout 25 miles wouth soutbeast of Rach
cia, After lending the Fourth Bn, VIC the cvaft set up imterdiction patrols
in the surroundirg weterways, later, on 25 November, RAS 13 loaded ASVE
troops at Can Tho and then proceeded down the Bassae River to comduct riverine
assavit oporations on the Dung Island complex, While the troops searched for
¥iet Cong ashore ¢ he RAC joimed FPBR'S in blockading the islands, The cpera=
tion eped on 29 November, the seme day that Elver Assaudt Division 151 come
cluded 1ts lengthy operations st Nha Be end rejoined M BRAVO,
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On L Hovember, the VNN River Patrol Sroup (EP0) 51 PER's assumed total
vesponsibility for pa rolling the Dong Nai River, Thds pelieved U, 5, PiR's
of TF 116 of waterway demial operations in the Capdiol Military District
(C¥B) and relessed them for redeployment to the BS:2 snd the Delta, The 12
FER's of MFG 51 now provide two day und three misht patrols on this strate
gleially located and importent river esst of Saigem, U, §, Navy emlisted
advisors ride the VIN PBR's which this month comrenced smphibious operstions
with SEAL, LDMN and ARVN troops embarked, Night reide and ambushes were
conducted throughout the month as the PBR'S supported the landed troops in
gunfire support and river blocking operstions, Psychological operations (Bapes
and lesflet dreps) were conducted during the normal patrols in addition to
routine search and inspection sctivities,

On 6 November, while conducting a probe of the €2+ lLen River, 10 miles
mthefﬂmhﬁhﬁtydmﬂngnsmmmﬁmﬁoa,‘tbxucmﬂ&m%
Junks were attacked by Be40, recoilless-rifle and small ams five, Three
VEE salloxs were killed and seven others wounded, including the U, &, Havy
erlisted advisor, This awmbush toop place in an area where a SPA IONDE PCF
had just received and suppressed enemy fire,

n 8 November, ISIL 30 was ambushed by B-4l and 7S-sm recoilless-rifle
fize from the south bamk of the Bassac River near Cu leo Mai Island, She
apbush was imcediately followed by sutomatic weapons fire from both banks
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gl the river. %mmvwsadcmsa.:ﬂwétemﬂmmdMM
heavy reconnaissance fire. ‘“oeavelves® were ealled in for Iulliow-up strikes
mdmmvu&ﬁa'lmmznun—mmummm&amm
in the opening VOlie¥s mineidontaw“ammw&mmnm
grossing Gorrider (ampelga which tugsn On 11 Hovasber.
Aﬂwrmﬁmdmﬁ/ﬁkm@um“smaismémteﬁm
bar,wanummwmm,mmﬁwdmwv?dmm&nﬁmnﬁﬂ
mmw?rmm. Wmﬁh&dmwmmmuhm
mmmmmmmmmmmmm
sams srea on 20 Oetober.
%ﬁawmmwpmmmmmwmwmmmom
Corridor from 11 to 29 November. In comcert with IF 116 FBR's, 4GS 21/33,

23/31 sma 25/49 conducted bloeking and sesrch operstions sround Cu lao Ha¥,

mm-mumwmmmmm. smphibious operations were
wumwmmaatmmmwmmamﬁwmmm
mﬁ,mﬁmmmwmemnmmosmeum
throughout the period of the campalgm.

Until 12 Noyember when 4G 26 relieved them, 140 29 units were employed
wﬁmmtnmﬁwmmﬁmnm%mﬂma. The SEA IOEDS

operation was couducisd in the Ha Tien-iach Gis camals &res by 1F 117 elensnls




Formerly orgamized as & brigade, the VI was redesiymated s division
on 1 October aud was comprised of 2 Marive brigades, Brigade A operated in
1II €7Z under the operations] comtrol of the 18th ARVE Infantry Division umtild
2i Bovember for Oueration TOAN THAND, om which dsy the operationsl eortrol of
the brigade went to the 25th ARVN Infamizy Division, The brigads, which was
corpriged of the lot and 2nd Infantry battalioms from 1 to § Hovember when
the 6th Battalion joimed it, performed locsl umdti operations throwghout the
mouth and met with no significent ememy comtact, Unmtil 9 November, the 6ih
Infantyy Bsttalion operated independently Dear Due Hoa under the operstional
contrel of the 10th ARVN Division with mo major ehemy comtsct, Om 23 lNovem=
ber, 25 Harines of the 6th Batislion were evacuated with the isitddk diagmosis
of malaria,

Brigade E was comprised of the Lth Infamiyy Battalion and participated
in Operation SEA LOMIS under the eperatioral conmtrol of the Zist 4:9VH Divie
sion in coordination with the Mobile iverine Force nesyr Rach cia, IV CTZ,
The brigade was engaced primsrily in recompaissance-ineforce operatioms with
cxly minor ensey comtact this momth, OSeveral caches of essuntial enomy supe
piies and equipment were uncoversd during the operstions,

ﬁhmmﬂﬁﬁmmr&tﬁﬁwmﬁ?inﬂnW_?MmM
the operationsl costrol of the 78h AiVH livisien, The Marines performed re=-
comnaissance~dn-foroe operations with mo sizmdficant erosy envacement,

The 5th Infantry Battalion was emgagsd in cperstions is Tay Himh Province
under the operstiomsl comtrol of the 25th U, ¢, Infamtry Division in close
coordinstion with the U, 3, lst Aly Cavalry Division, Despite s sisnificant
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mcfwmmmﬁmmialwmmm/wdmw,mﬂnﬂm
reported megligible enemy contect this month,
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Peyuhologicdl opersilons had new ficlds to explgit this momth, Operse
tiongCEA IONDS carpaigns provided creditabdlity to the peyops them that
allied forees can go anywhere inm South Vietnam and that no area was safe
for the Viet Cong, Another theme was ewxplanation of the borbimg halt im
the morthy it wes imoerstive that the loyal peosle of the coumtyy reaiize
that the aim of the U, &, policy was & conclusion of & just and honorsble
mcmmmwmmwumm
2055 sur South Vietaamese allies, It was elso necessary te have the
people understend thet the beambding halt wes not unconditionsgl, The lorth
WMMMMMWWhmmMu
godng oo and would mever recognize the South Vietnamese covermment se 2
separcte entily at the peace talks, However, after avowing it wuld nover
do these things, the “anci govermment agreed is reslity to do both of these
acldong, The tldrd importent theme of the month was the mew Perds peace
pecple vedersiond that Haned has been forced by 0VN/illied successes on
the battlefield and overwhelring populear support of the Vietnamese people
%o agree to pegotiete with the OV at the confevence table, The OVE entezs
mmtﬂhmwwﬁl@a%maﬁmmmiﬂ%
nam and thot the OV wil) sot only play @ lesdin: role in the mew meetinge
bub will take the lesd and be the main spokesmap on &)l matters which ave
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of priveipal concern to South Vieimam, The trestmcnt of the bembing halt
and Parls Pecse Talks wes in consonance with BACY/JUSFAQ puidance, The
three foresoing themese easily devetailed irto the persistent theme that
mmmmmmmmmmmn-nmmwmw

of South Vietnsm, Twenty-one Hoi Chanhs rallled to navel forces during the
peried, There sre also indicsticrs thit the Chieu Hol rote i the delta is
incressing since the stert of Upevstion SEA IORDS, OFEA IORDS is aleo instyue
mertal in an sccelercted pacilication program in ihe delia area,

In the ficld of eivic action h6 FEDCAPs were held and 7,002 persomnel
were trested, One MDCAP was held on 12 Rovesber in Bizh Dai Distriet to
m%MMQ&amWhamMmm
to be under Viet Cone contyol unitl & Bovember, The MEDCAF wes bighly suce
cessfid and the district chief requested that MEDCAP teams return for the
scheduled operxins of two more hamllets in the pesr future, In another ares
U, 5, Haval Support Activity Detachment, Qui Fhom, comtributed the building
materials and tcols necessary for the comstruction of an outdoer allewezther
TV theater at the hapllet of Hai Kham, The Vietnamese lavel Repalr Facility
build the theater and the Vietnisese infortction service provided the 7V,
The fizet might's showing of Vietnamsse poegams on 20 lovember wns witnessed
by a standing reom only crowd,

Enclosure (5)
2 THCLASSIFIED



L

Hﬁmberl;ﬁ

MAREST TIiG  GAML WAEH  Mobile Riverine Force

Detections 33,778 212,937 *
Inspections 15,159 48,715 1,826
Boardings 10,040 10G, 364 *

Crait detained # 7 *

Persons detained 351 1,413 418

Viet Cong suspects 1 7% #*

Hostile fire incidents b # #

Bnemy casualties:

a. Killed 31(36;1 mimsm') macgmm} 334
b. Wounded ﬁﬁr) 9{Pro2) *
Cs & 20 2287
USE casualbiea: -_—
s. Killed S 3 22 UsN/11 USa/1 VMR/L BVA/3 ViMC
b, Wounded 11 42 63 USH/LD USA/1 VEE/SO ViC
Ge MM OM [ 2] (5]
d. Hisaing 1 4] G
ineny materdal losses;
a. 3
(1) Junks or sampans 465 126 28
{2) Structures 520 135 977
b ?Tured:
1} Junks or sampans 4 2 1
(2; # Fraai husm
(3) smmrdtion (rcunds) = Fatserns 28,720
(4) Rice (toms) % * 5% tons
¢, Damaged:
(1) Junks or sampans 294 126 #
{2) Struetures 786 23 35
USN materdal losses: ,
e Destroyed:
(1) Surface craft g 0 1 (YLLO-4)
(2) Helieopters 0 0
b. Mg@é:
(1) Surface evaft o6 16 7
(2) Heliecopters ¢ 2 *

S4R missions * ® %

Remarks: # Information not applicable or not availsble this date.
#% Includes 7 October detainees elassified as Viet Cong,
wi#  Includes 3 USN KiA and 1 USE WIA by ordnance accident during WOFS,

#E% 1 USMC riding POF lost when ersft hit by rocket.
wRuEk 3 AK-LT, 1 M-l Cill, misc, small awms ammo, footmines and grenades,
wetitu®  Inecludes 1,265 grenades snd 93 mines,

wwnsin®  Includes 620 rocket/mortar/recoilless~rifle rounds
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b3 3.6 2,833 13,000 a
RIVERLIS
AR 1ML 1304 8,559 26,75 o =
l6e5 ho.9 _IaE99 PR i 4
65139 2i2gles o s
YOAANAS £IA 59 Captured 28 Juspects detained 112
Chieu fod X
Vs aa 2 Wia 3128

# Provided 53 gunifire swport sissions,
# Imcludes R0 27, KTED and RPC %1,
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Vii$ 4,689,512

508,469

Uther FUHAF 4.3
RVNAF 69
Us 5+ eivilian veoluntary agenciss 3.8
Average percent of self-help by VN civilians 3642

- Han txpenditures éﬁkg!
Seonomic Development % | 20
Ldueation 504 15573, 104
Social Welfare 2925k 1,760,221
Transportation 366 261,635
refugee 142 833,388

Sumber

Hospitals/dispensaries 26
Urphanages 33
Others 141
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